Our this time of sheltering in place because of the coronavirus, we are doing everything possible
to stay connected with parishioners. Please contact a member of our staﬀ if you need anything.
There are parishioners who are able to deliver groceries, run errands, etc. if you are in need.

Reading 1
ACTS 8:5-8, 14-17

Philip went down to the city of Samaria
and proclaimed the Christ to them.
With one accord, the crowds paid
attention to what was said by Philip
when they heard it and saw the signs he
was doing.
For unclean spirits, crying out in a loud
voice, came out of many possessed people,
and many paralyzed or crippled people
were cured.
There was great joy in that city.
Now when the apostles in Jerusalem
heard that Samaria had accepted the word
of God, they sent them Peter and John,
who went down and prayed for them,
that they might receive the Holy Spirit,
for it had not yet fallen upon any of them;
they had only been baptized in the name
of the Lord Jesus.Then they laid hands on
them and they received the Holy Spirit.
Responsorial Psalm
PS 66:1-3, 4-5, 6-7, 16, 20

R. (1) Let all the earth cry out to God with
joy.

Reading 2
1 PT 3:15-18

Beloved:
Sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts.
Always be ready to give an explanation
to anyone who asks you for a reason for

your hope,
but do it with gentleness and reverence,
keeping your conscience clear,
so that, when you are maligned,
those who defame your good conduct in
Christ
may themselves be put to shame.
For it is better to suffer for doing good,
if that be the will of God, than for doing
evil.
For Christ also suffered for sins once,
the righteous for the sake of the
unrighteous,
that he might lead you to God.
Put to death in the flesh,
he was brought to life in the Spirit.
Alleluia
JN 14:23

R. Alleluia, alleluia.
Whoever loves me will keep my word, says
the Lord,
and my Father will love him and we will
come to him.
R. Alleluia, alleluia.
Gospel
JN 14:15-21

Jesus said to his disciples:
“If you love me, you will keep my
commandments.
And I will ask the Father,
and he will give you another Advocate to
be with you always,
the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot

accept, because it neither sees nor knows
him.
But you know him, because he remains with
you, and will be in you. I will not leave you
orphans; I will come to you.
In a little while the world will no longer see
me, but you will see me, because I live and
you will live.
On that day you will realize that I am in my
Father and you are in me and I in you.
Whoever has my commandments and
observes them is the one who loves me.
And whoever loves me will be loved by my
Father, and I will love him and reveal myself
to him.”

THE REASON FOR OUR HOPE
“What is the reason for your hope?” Imagine
somebody coming up to you and asking you that
question. Not “What are you hoping for?” or
“What are you hoping to do?” No, this isn’t about
our desires for possessions or aspirations for life,
it’s “Why do you hope?” Peter today tells us that
we ought to be ready to give an answer to this
question. Truth be told, few of us spend much
time thinking about why we hope. Luckily, the
scriptures today give us our answers. We hope
because Christ suffered for us, in order that we
might come to God. We hope because we know
that, in the Spirit, God grants us another Advocate
through Christ to remain with us always. No
matter what we might hope for, whatever we
might hope to do, we must always first know and
proclaim the reason for our hope: the presence of
God in Christ, with us through the power of the
Spirit.
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Act of Spiritual Communion
By making an Act of Spiritual Communion, we
express our faith in Christ's Real Presence in the
Eucharist and ask him to unite himself with us.
Here is the Act of Spiritual Communion written
by St. Alphonsus de Liquori:
My Jesus,
I believe that You are present in the Most Holy
Sacrament.
I love You about all things, and I deserve to receive
You into my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment received You
sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my
heart.
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite
myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be separate from You.
Amen.

SAINT RITA OF CASCIA (1381-1457)
May 22
If you’re ever in Philadelphia on May 22,
forget parking anywhere near Saint Rita’s shrine.
Cars line streets and fill medians as throngs pack
a candlelight vigil and six Masses, honoring this
patroness of lost causes, hopeless situations, and
—as her statue in countless churches built by
twentieth-century immigrants testifies—difficult
marriages, troubled homes, and alienated
children. Wise people warn, be careful what you
pray for. “Divine Savior,” Rita prayed, “let me
suffer like you!” Obedient to parents who refused
her wish to become a nun, Rita married a man
who returned her devotion with twenty years of
abuse. When enemies murdered him, Rita’s two
sons swore revenge. Paintings depict her pointing
the angry boys toward Christ crucified, whom she
begged to restrain them. Within the year, both
sons died. Alone now, Rita went to the convent
but was refused. The nuns feared violence, since
one of them was related to the murderer. Rita
arranged peace between the families, made vows,
and became much sought after as a counselor and
intercessor for forty years on earth—and ever
since in heaven.
—Peter Scagnelli, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.
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LIGHT OF BELIEF
Every believer in this world must become a spark of
light.
—Pope Saint John XXIII
PATRIOTISM
Patriotism is supporting your country all the time, and
your government when it deserves it.
—Mark Twain

We pray for those who are ill in our community…
Fr. Paul Rossi
Connie Barrick
Diane Donnelly
Mahmood Behbood
Alyssa Beemer
Jean Balibrera
Joey Hizon
Bruce Dinkel
Rose Herrara
Margaret Henry
Liz Vugrinecz
…that they may be comforted by the loving embrace of
Jesus.

All services will be live-streamed to St. Charles’ Facebook
page which can be accessed on the internet at https://
www.facebook.com/StCharlesParishSC/. It is not
necessary for you to be a member of Facebook to access
the live streams.
St. Charles/St. Matthias Masses are also available on
www.stmatthiasparish.org

